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JAMES HENRY HILL 

1872 - 1941 

-o- 

James Henry Hill, more generally known as 
Harry Hill, was born on a farm near Gobles, Michigan, 
son of Ira and Polly Hill, who came to Gobles from 
the state of New York, James Henry attended 
school in Gobles and at the age of twelve went to 
work for Desenberg and Schuster, grocers in Kalamazoo. 
Mr. Desenberg had a son named Henry and called young 
Hill "Harry” in order to distinguish one from the 
other and the name clung to Mr, Hill the rest of his 
life. 

When J<Ir, Hill was about twenty-one years of age 
he formed a partnership with Burry Fry and they 
operated a grocery store next to where the Scheid 
grocery is located at the time of this writing in 
1941, The firm was known as Fry and Hill, About 
1893, Mr, Hill sold out to Mr. Fry and for a short 
time he became a travelling salesman for the 
Johnson Paper Company, Then the name of Fry and 
Hill appeared over a restaurant at the loc&tion on 
Michigan Avenue where the Main Cafe now is. Later 
Mr, Hill and Mr, Fry purchased the location 
where they did a thriving business where the Holly 
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Restaurant Is now; he operated a restaurant business 
there until 1917, when he retired. In December 
1936, he opened a restaurant in the same location, 

128 East Michigan avenue, under his own name, with 
his son Hubert as manager, continuing the business 
until 1938. 

September 12, 1893, he was married to Lulu M, 
McFee, who was born in Lawton, Michigan, October 4, 
1872, daughter of George W, and Naomi Smith McFee. 
George W. McFee was of Scotch descent and his wife 
was of Holland descent, whose ancestors settled along 
the Mohawk river, 

Mr, and Mrs, Hill became the parents of: 

Alta Naomi, born March 3, 1899, died the same 
year; 

Harry Waldo, born April 23, 1900, married Niobe 
Trybe, became the father of 
Harry Grayson, born February 1, 1925, 
Roderick Langdon, born July 23, 1927; 
resides in Kalamazoo, Michigan; 

Helen Irene, born June 10, 1905, died August 5, 
1921; 

Hubert Alden, born August 24, 1908, married 

Myrtle Dennis, became the father of 
Dennis Alden, born July 24, 1936, 
resides in Jackson, Michigan, 

Mr, Hill voted the Democrat ticket and was fond 
of trout fishing and bird hunting. He was about 
five feet, eight inches tall and weighed about one 
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sixty pounds, with blue eyes and dark brown hair 
turning gray. He was a good business man. The 
Hub restaurant conducted by him and Burry Fry was 
one of the most popular eating places in Kalamazoo 
for many years. He was friendly and a man of fine 
character. He belonged to the Masons, the Elks 
and the Knights of Pythias. He and Mrs. Hill xmited 
with St. Luke's Protestant Episcopal Church and 
loyally supported it. 

The last five years of his life, Mr. Hill was 
in failing health. He maintained a home at 311 
West Walnut street in Kalamazoo, but he and Mrs. Hill 
spent most of their winters in Florida and Texas 
and summers in their home at Platt lake^ near Honor, 
Michigan* 

Mr, and Mrs. Hill were in their winter residence 
in McAllen, Texas, when death overtook him Sunday, 
February 2, 1941. 

The funeral was held at 2 P. M. the following 
Friday in the Truesdale chapel, conducted by the 
Reverend A. Gordon Fowkes. Burial was in Riverside 
cemetery, Kalamazoo. Besides those mentioned in 
this writing as living members of his family he was 
survived by a sister, Mrs, C, S, Tompkins of Chicago; 
and a brother Dean Hill of Gobles, Michigan, 
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R E V . & MRS. 

MAX V HILL 

19 0 1 - 

1 9 0 5 - 
-o- 

Max V. Hill was born in Decatur, Michigan, 

May 83, 1901, son of Harvey H, and Zoe Phillips Hill, 
the father being English and the mother English and 
Pennsylvania Dutch. They were also the parents of! 
Herschel Harvey, born in Decatur, Michigan, May 28, 
1904, married Inez Pierce, resides in Oobles, Mich¬ 
igan; Leslie Phillips, born in Decatur, Michigan, 
February 25, 1907, married Lillian Clearwater, and 
resides in Kalamazoo, Michigan. 

Max V. Hill was educated in the public schools 
of Decatur, was graduated from the high school in 
1919, and received from Western Michigan College of 
Education in 1931 the degree of Bachelor of Science. 
In 1941 the University of Michigan gave him the 
degree of Master of Arts, his field being psychology 
and special education. 

Mr. Hill's long and successful career in teach¬ 
ing started in the rural school of Ormsby, near 
Decatiir, 1919. From there he went to a rural 
school near Portage Center, Cooper was his next 
field of service, then a school near Alamo, followed 
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by two years at Oakwood. All these years, Mr. Hill 
was studying summers and forging ahead in his chosen 
calling of education. Then began thirteen years of 
service as teacher and principal of the South 
Burdick Street School. 

September 1, 1926, he was married to Neva L, 
Hoag, the Reverend William Hartman, pastor of the 
Church of God in Kalamazoo, Michigan, performing the 
ceremony. She was the daughter of Reynolds and 
Ellen Dunkleberger Hoag and was born February 9, 

1905, in Lacota, Michigan, Her brothers and sisters 
are Floyd, Pearl, Golda, Birdie, Karn and Russell. 

In 1918, Neva came to Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
where she attended school. She is five feet, one 
inch tall and weighs about one hundred ten poxands. 

She is a thoroughly consecrated woman and "the heart 
of her husband doth safely trust in her," 

The young couple began housekeeping in Parch¬ 
ment, Michigan, where they resided for two and one- 
half years. While here their first child, Geneva 
Maxine was born September 1, 1927. From Parchment 
the Hills moved to 318 Prospect Place, Kalamazoo, 
where they lived for several years and then made 
1101 Princeton Avenue their home until the time of 
this writing in 1942, Here their son Roger Harvey 
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came on September 11, 1941, to make his home with 
them. 

In 1934, Max V, Hill became an assistant to the 
Reverend miliarn Hartman, to whom Mr, Hill refers as 
his "spiritual father” who greatly influenced his 
whole life. 

Mr, ill was ordained July 31, 1936, as a 
minister of the Church of God. In October, 1939, 

Mr. Hartman resigned and Mr. Hill preached his first 
sermon as pastor of the Church of God the first 
Sunday in December, 1939, and is the pastor of that 
growing church at the time of this.writing, 

Mr, Hill's work in education, especially 
religious education, and his ability as a speaker, 
has been the background for his phenomenal success. 

He is in demand as a teacher in the various camp 
meetings of his denomination; young people hear him 
gladly and follow his leadership with respect for 
his personality and ability. He is an enthusiastic 
person, loves people sincerely, is a tireless worker, 
seeming to possess unlimited energy. His simple 
faith is smmed up in the words of his Great Teacher, 
"Love the Lord thy God with all thy mind, thy 
strength, thy heart and soul and thy neighbor as 
thyself. He is about five feet, seven inches tall 
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weighs about one hundred ninety pounds with brown 

hair and eyes. In greeting, his hand clasp is warm 

and friendly and he impresses those who meet him 

with his integrity, sincerity and devotion to his 

work. The following is his personal statement: 

"My mother was saved and came into the Ohurch 
of God through the experience of the New Birth 
when I was a year old. Mother was a 
fundamentalist and believed in a very rigid 
discipline. This discipline included Sunday 
school and church attendance. She not only 
expected but demanded that we attend with her, 
that we sit with her and behave and listen 
while there. This seems somewhat exacting to 
us today, but I believe this early religious 
discipline was good for me and has had an 
Influence on my life for good, 

"Although I was brought up in the Ghvirch of 
God and attended church and Sunday school most 
of my life, I was not converted until 1923, 

I definitely felt a call to the ministry, so 
consecrated and dedicated my life to God and 
His Cause, 

"I accepted the pastorate of The Church of God 
in Kalamazoo in 1939, after serving six years 
as assistant pastor, I had served as Sunday 
school superintendent, young people's leader 
and in every job but janitor in this same 
church in which I was saved, 

"I believe and teach salvation from sin in a 
definite experience of Regeneration. Jesus 
said to Nicodemus, 'Ye must be born again,' 
and I believe in the experience of the New 
Birth, I teach Sanctification as a second 
definite work of grace, divine healing, and 
the unity and oneness of God’s people, 

"I want *to so live and work in the great 
harvest field so that I may meet Christ in the 
Day of Judgment and hear from His lips the 
blessed congratulation, 'Well done thou good 
_ ^^d £ai^h^^l servant; enter thou into the joy of 
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FREDERICK W H I K R I G H S 

r 

Frederick William Henrichs, ninth son of Karl 
and Anna Iferia Hinrichs, wa,s born in Lunden, Germany* 
June 12, 1373; his mother's name being Anna Iferia 
Jacobs. He attended the public schools of his coun¬ 
try and was graduated with high honors. 

Upon his arrival in America at the age of six¬ 
teen, he went directly to Clinton, Iowa, where he 
became an apprentice in the jewelry business of his 
brother, August, During this time, he attended night 
school where he learned to read and write English, 
becoming very fluent in it. He also spoke the Holl¬ 
and language as well as he did his mother tongue. 
After ten years he moved to Kalamazoo, Michigan,work¬ 
ing for the firm of Pyle and Wykkel until he estab¬ 
lished his own jewelry business in 1901, He maintain¬ 
ed this business until his death on September 14, 
1935, 

In 1901, the year he established his business, he 
was married to Katherine A. Snow, of Kalamazoo, Three 
daughters,-Helen, Frieda, and Pauline were born of 
this union, 

Ifr, Hinrichs had acquired a very fine musical 
education and all his life, he was s. devotee of good 
music. He learned to pla^y the violin and the flute 












in Ills youth, and particiiJated in the Hinrichs Band 
and Orchestra in Clinton, Iowa, v/ith his father as 
teacher and conductor. He also played with a Kalama¬ 
zoo orchestra for a time, 

Hinrichs thoroughly enjoyed fishing and hunt¬ 
ing, and one of his major interests was that of gard¬ 
ening, During the last years of his life, much of 
his time was spent in raising flowers and plants. He 
loved to give his flowers to those who appreciated 
them. Especially did he enjoy sending a box of them 
to his daughter, Frieda, v/hen she was absent from 
home. These gifts he packed carefully, that she might 
see them at their best. The last tulips he raised, 
were especially gorgeous, as if nature gave one last 
fling for his pleasure. 

In religion, lir, Hinrichs v/as orginally a German 
Lutheran, being christened in that church, with the 
Crown Prince of Germany as his godfather. Later in 
his life, he became a member of the First Baptist 
Church in Kalamazoo, 

He was very active in organizing the Kalamazoo 
Jewelers Club and was a member until his death. He 
also belonged to the State Jewelers Association, 

He became a Isfeson early in his young manhood and be¬ 
longed to the following divisions* Kalamazoo Lodge 
Ho. 22, F. and A. M.} Royal Arch Chapter, Kalamazoo 
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Council, the Peninsular Cominandery, 8.nd the Grand 
Rapids Scottish Rite Consistory. 

l?r. Hinrichs was a devoted husband and father, 
and aside from his work, his home v;as his primary 
interest. He wanted nothing less than the best for 
his wife and daughters in so far as he was capable 
of giving it to them, and always denied himself in 
providing for them. As one of his brothers said, in 
recalling boyhood days, "he was the sunshine of the 
family',' which describes his place in his own family 
equally well. Such a man as 2\Sr, Hinrichs is grea^tly 
missed from the city in v/hich he lived and to which 
he gave devoted service. 
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ALLAN HOBEN» 

Allan Hoben was born at Gibson, New Brunswick, 
Canada, September 14, 1874, the son of Thomas E. and 
Frances Babbitt Hoben. 

He was graduated from the University of New 
Brunswick at Fredericton as valedictorian and "best 
all-around athlete*—he at one time held the hop-step 
and jump record for Canada. In 1933, Dr. Hoben's 
Alma Mater honored him with an LL. D. degree. 

After graduation from Newton Theological 
Institution, Massachusetts, Dr. Hoben completed work 
for his Ph. D. degree at the University of Chicago in 
1901. 

Serving as supply pastor for the First Baptist 
Church in Milwaukee, Dr. Hoben met—later married— 
Jessie Lindsay. 

Believing strongly in interdenominational 
religious work. Dr. Hoben accepted the pastorate of a 
union church in Waupun, Wisconsin. The city, he said 
later, "had twelve saloons and no gymnasium or club 
for young men and boys." 

To meet this social need he organized a work for 
boys called the"Waupun Wigwam," wrote its ritual and 
directed its activities as "Medicine Man." Later the 
group was merged in the newly organized Boy Scout 
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movement with which Dr. Hoben was identified during 
the rest of his life. 

A few years later Dr. Hoben went to Ann Arbor as 
director of the Baptist Student Guild. Then he 
became minister of the First Baptist Church of 
Detroit, then a member of the faculty of the 
University of Chicago. In Chicago he was field 
secretary of the Juvenile Protective Association and 
was closely associated with Jane Addams at Hull House. 
He organized and was president of Hyde Park Center— a 
social center for the neighborhood. 

The professor created a stir in Chicago’s sixth 
ward politics when he ran for alderman as an independ¬ 
ent. Unduly frightened Democratic and Republican 
ward bosses formed a coalition and badly beat the 
novice. 

Dr. Hoben was distinctly forivard looking. 

Forty years ago he published "Christianity and the 
Wages Problem" as his M. A. thesis and his early 
theological writings were exploited by some Chicago 
newspapers as "sensational heresy." 

Following the World war, diring which he served 
in France as director of the Y. M. C. A. with the 
Fifth Division of the A, E. F., he went to Carleton 
College, Northfield, Minnesota, as head of the 
department of sociology. 
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He became President of Kalamazoo College in 1922. 

Upon assuming the presidency of the college he 
put into practice the principle of individualized 
instruction which made the name of the college 
synonymous with the motto which he originated—"A 
Fellowship in Learning." To this end he developed 
the curriculum and the student and professorial life, 
expressing the purpose of education as a personal 
process permeated by the atmosphere and aims of 
Christianity through close fellowship between faculty 
and students. 

The principle was ardently furthered by Dr. 

Hoben and was often re-iterated by him in the state¬ 
ment that "Kalamazoo College is a Fellowship in 
Learning.lt is not land and buildings. These are 
but the shell of a congenial group life that has 
persisted for almost a century. 

"Out of interplay with minds both past and 
present and in friendly contact with the faculty 
members the student evolves his best self and there¬ 
fore his charter of service to mankind. 

"To this fellowship, this self-discovery, with 
its attendant joy of purposeful living, Kalamazoo 
College welcomes succeeding generations of students 
and in due course sends them out into the 'wide, wide 
world,* possessing something of the likeness and life 
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of their Alma Mater—the scholar's spirit dedicated 
to human welfare." 

In his program to develop full physical 
facilities for the complete expression of his educat¬ 
ional theory, the college campus practically as it is 
nov; known, was developed during his administration. 
Physical units, representing an outlay of |625,000 
of the total million dollar valuation of college 
property, were erected. 

They include, Mary Trowbridge House as a woman's 
dormitory, the R. E. Olds Science Hall, the Minnie 
Mandelle Library, the remodeled Tredway gymnasium. 
Stetson Chapel, the Praeger green house, seven 
faculty homes, and the president's home. 

During his administration the college endowment 
was increased from $500,^00 to nearly $2,000,000. 

The development of the physical needs of the 
campus provided him the medium through which his 
conception of "A Fellowship in Learning" received a 
constantly progressing realization over the thirteen 
years* 

Subsequently he introduced individualized 
courses in order to make the college course more 
flexible and to permit the student freedom to pursue a 
subject as rapidly as his ability permits; the 
scholars group and the honors system to inspire the 
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student to do a higher grade of intellectual work and 
to encourage him to cut across departments in the en¬ 
deavor to master a field rather than merely to take a 
number of individual courses; and the personnel 
bureau to •individualize education by endeavoring to 
bring about a better adjustment between the individual 
student and the college." Correlated with these 
objectives was the institution by Dr. Hoben of under¬ 
graduate seminars. 

The increase of physical facilities made it 
possible to introduce departments of music and art on 
the campus in the fall of 1930 to make the institution 
completely rounded as a fine and liberal arts college. 

His interest in the individual student was 
expressed as soon as the student enrolled in the 
college. Simultaneously with enrolment all students 
were given a personel interview ?dth Dr. Hoben which 
initiated a friendship which was to continue through 
the four years of under-graduate life and on into 
alumni relationships. He maintained that his only 
hobby was Kalamazoo College. 

In Dr. Hoben was found a sympathetic and interest 
ed nature enlivened with a constant flow of signifi¬ 
cant witticisms in conversation that gave a hint to 
his English-Irish ancestry. 

At all times Dr. Hoben closely identified him- 
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self with movements and programs that offered 
opportunity for the development of the cultural and 
spiritual life of the community. He served as 
president of the Kalamazoo Civic Players from the 
inception of the organization and he was a member of 
the board of the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts. He was 
a member of both the local and national Boy Scout 
Councils, the Y. M. C. A. board, the Traffic Club, and 
past trustee of the Chamber of Commerce. He v/as an 
active member of the First Baptist Church. His work 
in Scouting brought him the award of the Silver 
Beaver medal, awarded by the Boy Scout Council each 
year to the person showing the most distinguished 
service in behalf of the Boy Scout program. 

Among the numerous educational societies with 
TRhich Dr. Hoben was affiliated are the American 
Sociological Society, the Religious Educational 
Association, and the American Academy of Political and 
Social Science. He was president of the Michigan 
Council of Religious Education. He was author of 
"The Minister and the Boy" (1912), "The Church School 
of Citizenship" (1918), and contributor to current 
periodicals. 

His writings were many in addition to his two 
books. He was author of articles in the Biblical 
World, the American Journal of Theology, The Journal 





























of Religious Education, the American Encyclopedia of 
Religion and Ethics, the Atlantic Monthly, and 
hundreds of articles and book reviews in other 
religious papers. 

Afflicted with ill health during the last half 
dozen years of his life. Dr. Hoben took a European 
trip in 1932-33 to recover his strength, but it was in 
vain. In the summer of 1933 his disease was 
diagnosed as cancer and in September he relinquished 
active participation in the administration of college 
affairs. Nevertheless he continued to direct, 
advise and femulate policies, appearing occasionally 
at a college function and for an address in chapel. 
Through many months of ever increasing suffering, his 
activities gradually diminished. His last public 
appearance was at the Honors Day exercises in October, 
1934. 

Dr. Hoben's superlative expression of his own 
personal faith is immortalized in an article published 
in January, 1935, entitled "Then I Sleep.* It was 
forged in the fires of suffering and penned in face of 
inevitable death. Under no other circumstances could 
it have been written. It was his greatest utterance- 
his masterpiece. It has been copied and recopied in 
the press. Expressions of appreciation have come 
from men and women in many walks of life and from 
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every part of the nation. 

""It is now a year since the doctors told me. It 
has been a strange year, marked by the rallying of 
friends with such tributes as usually follow one's 
departure, and with an endeavor on my own part to 
define values and to keep the faith. Strange to say, 

one is challenged to keep the faith just in those 

issues where he most needs to have the faith keep him. 

The summons to leave an absorbing task packed with the 

enthusiasm of youth, to leave a dear partner wtio with 
me is watching our five children entering or about to 
enter their careers, to leave a world palpitating 
with interests due for fruition or blight at almost 
any moment—such a summons, coming as I think twenty 
years too soon, certainly calls for thought and faith. 

"However, before attempting any skirmish with the 
inevitable darkness, I wish to make a few practical 
suggestions in behalf of those who, being incurably 
and critically ill, are physically and socially 
isolated. For example, I was ashamed to find, in 
recoil from the shock, an instinctive resentment of 
any gaity or evidences of normal happiness on the part 
of intimates and loved ones. It became necessary to 
develop a mood of gratitude that there are and always 
will be those who maintain good cheer. Also, I had 
to become reconciled to the 'out-of-sight-out-of-mind* 
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status and the feeling of another*s hand taking over 
the baton. All in all, there is a formidable 
psychological barrier that impedes or prevents 
ordinary conversation. From the point of view of 
the visiting friend with his normal supply of news, 
gossip or shop talk, it must seem as if the ‘victim* 
stood back-to, looking out of his window to some far 
scene and but partly conscious of the well intended 
talk. The situation is a difficult one for friends. 
The regular formulae of inquiries and greetings do not 
exactly fit. 

"And when thus in the grip of fateful forces 
outside itself, the mind swings to a much more 
personal Interest in religion. From the doing of 
things under the incessant drive of modern life there 
follows, under these conditions, more meditation than 
one has know since the passing of boyhood’s loneli¬ 
ness. During the main course of constructive and 
routine effort my devotional life has seemed to take 
on the pattern of the policeman on his beat. On the 
way to this, that or the other engagement or in the 
face of some hard task or decision it was as if I 
merely stopped at the pull box to report my name and 
number to headquarters so that the chief might know 
I was doing my rounds and rai^t be used or assisted 
in the locality of duty as occasion should arise. 





*But it is quite different when one’s task is 
done and the resulting or surviving self has time to 
say, ’And now what of me?’ Perhaps one is guilty 
of self-pity when the parallel picture is that of an 
old work horse, sway*backed, sprung at the knees, 
skeletal, head low, standing in the corner of the 
pasture with tail toward the November storm at the 
close of day. The religion of action and reform 
gives place to that of inquiry and security. 

"It seems to me that the big question which one 
may answer from such a review of life as the days and 
nights permit during a fatal illness, is the simple 
question of whether life has been good or not. Of 
course it must be personal and specific—^has one’s own 
life been worth while? To keep the faith is to 
remain affirmative on that one question, and to 
justify the faith is to labor for a social order in 
vhich everyone could honestly make the same affirm¬ 
ation. 

“Perhaps one’s greatest regret lies in not having 
been happier, more appreciative of the lovely things 
and simple experiences that compose normal life. 

What better thanks could one have rendered the creator? 
During the past year I have had an awareness of every 
beautiful thing in nature and of the goodness of man 
which could have made life rich beyond all power of 



Bi ' eno aitup ei J'i SssS* 

oj esEit 3i»d: tlft& •^vx'/'Tjja io BdT fert© Btmb 

\ 

Yw 1x1)3 3i 8£TO ‘?-riSi to yjoc. bak* 

n'3 to Smii si etxKtoiq Lells’isq sciS xiariw lo 

I jBS©r£3{ Hdi -t;; 3n?!*q? ^hB:4'B6'Vma jiio'^ iiXo 

I 9dS to 'lerxioo- bcU ax ^aiba.Bj's ^vrol Ssoti 
! oiiq &J6 nj'ioJ’s lodissro” fc-iBwoX XImS xltiw 

I - ■ '• , ■ ; ■ ■ ■ 

I .'STOt^i noiJos to rroigile*: sxiT .'£•£•& to ©solo 

i 

.•^ji'Tuoes bns Jo ^sd-f oS aoAlq sevfg 

aac dohiw aolJa&vp glcf e/lt >taxit s» ot 8isr©©a jl* 

3^ ©HI to WB'v&'x b rlcaa isoit xo'/^ar^ 
sXqrxie orlJ" ai ,3?.:j£ilXi l&i&J & y^taub tx'. t-.'-q sJ'-fjini 

• ■ j 

to .d’oa *10 boo 3 need aa-d eti£ 'jeriteilw to ttolJ'ecup 
axo x;’anc a&d —oitloeq?. biijs Xanos laq &d tarn SI bbisjoo 
ox bL dJict diiO qee,?£ oT TsIM?; tiS-sivi need stll 
ot bsi& ,noi<tsej3p eno S^rlS no QViSxd'iiSJs 

i 

az 'iSb'io Ix-'iDoe a not nodsl oS ai^rfstixst e.'lj ftideoj,! 

i 

-fii'iittx's ©E^3 bAS sTtan vJtsoaon blDoo •i.-r'cv/.vevo tioirh- 

.norjs 

gnxvfin S6n al bbx.C Seamen SesSaet^ a'©no aqad'-e't*' 
avnlrfd vievol erit to e7ltf.loe*iqq)B enaen t'rsxqq.nr: 

. olxX Xsanofi esoqaoo aeofreineqxe eXaffix a briiv 

'hoSr,-xxo exit bensOnen bvbi: ano b-Ifioo ajixixnlt ndijeu 
'^'leve to aasnenevv'e ns bsA evsn I Ja.aq art 

nBffi to saenboog erit to baxs e'zusnr: rux :qatdS XvJlS ob oA 
'to oo^Cq IXs bnoxed doln etiX ebJSG ev&d hinoo rictd?. 
























expression. 

"But to come still closer home, there is the 
very personal question of peace of mind. There have 
been times of great mental anguish, usually coincident 
with acute pain. Opiates may and do blunt the pain 
periodically and as emergency treatment, but they 
alone do not guarantee a rational peace. Similarly, 
release from many responsibilities makes for passivity 
and relaxation, but the attendant peace is only that 
of a vacated house, a negative attitude toward former 
elements of compulsion in the environment. My re¬ 
quirements have been more that that and they have 
been met by select portions of Jewish and Christian 
literature, by the hymns and prayers of the church, 
by the confessions of those who were conscious of 
great personal need. In a small volume entitled 
•Great Souls at Prayer' I have found my pleas made 
articulate in words from many worshippers, and from 
breviaries of the early church. 

"Without being unduly critical of the liberals 
with whom I have long been associated in educational 
and religious work, I must confess to needs that are 
not well satisfied by the mere discussion of the idea 
of God. The flaming reality of actual devotioi as 
found in this literature and as ringing forth, it 
seems to me, in such a farewell address as Evangeline 
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Booth recently gave in Madison Square garden—such 
reality, so catholic in time and personnel, consti¬ 
tutes the shelter which our frailty seeks. 

"Now the way I use these breviaries and breath¬ 
ings of distressed souls is to read a selection or so 
after I am in place for the ni^t, the selections for 
the day and if need be, others until I find a comfort-' 
ing thought. Usually I experience something of what 
was in the minds of these other pilgrims; then, lights 
out, I, too, talk to the Maker, Sustainer, Lover of 
life. Realizing that as an infinitesimal part of 
that consciousness I can know almost nothing, I re¬ 
linquish myself honestly and freely to Him. All in 
all, it is well. I have had blessings beyond 
calculation. In ways both known and unknown I have 
missed the mark, but in these closing moments of 
consciousness I make sincere and complete relinquish¬ 
ment of myself to God. No make-believe; no impress¬ 
ion to be made on students, faculty, congregation; no 
part to play; just self and God. Then I sleep." 

Confinement to his home was followed by confine¬ 
ment to his bed, until finally at 12 o’clock noon, 
April 29, 1935, the end came. President Hoben's 
ashes repose in the crypt of Stetson Chapel. A 
memorial service was held in the chapel on Thursday, 
May 2, 1935, at 2 p.m. Dr. William E. Praeger read 
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the scripture, Dean Hermon H. Severn offered prayer, 
and vice-president Charles T. Goodsell delivered the 
address* The chapel choir sang the college hymn. 


(The foregoinf; was written in 1956) 
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JACOB HOEK 

Jacob Hoek was born August 1, l8i|.5» on "the 
Island of Texel, just off the coast of Holland, in 
the North Sea. lil/hen Jacob vms seven years of age 
his father, John Hoek, and his wife Martha and their 
family joined the Den Bleyker party of twenty-eight 
headed by Paul Den Blej'ker to come to Michigan. 

The original destination was Holland, Michigan. The 
Michigan Central railv/ay at tliat time had its v/estern 
terminal in Kalamazoo and Holland could be reached 
by ox-team only. 

The Den Bleyker party consisted of the families 
of Paul Den Bleyker, John Hoek, Albert Siersema, S. 
Dogger, Peter Baker and another immarried man whose 
name is not recalled. These immigrants were much 
above the average in education and financial con¬ 
dition. The ocean voyage had its liardships and the 
journey by rail from New York to Kalamazoo with no 
sleepers had its discomforts. 

The following is Jacob Hoek*s description of 
the party and their experience: 

”We started from the Island of Texel, 
all neighbors, intending to go to Holland, 
Michigan, which had been settled by rela¬ 
tives and friends. Strange as it may 
seem, many of the important Incidents of 
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the ocean voyage and the trip by railroad 
have escaped me, ^ret I can well remember 
the day we arrived in KalaEiazoo, v/hich has 
been my home for all the seventy years that 
liave followed. We left the train at the 
Michigan Central station, not because we 
intended to, but for the reason there was 
no railroad to the north, and \fe must go to 
Holland by ox-team or on foot, 

"My father and the other men of the 
party had much difficulty in m.aking them¬ 
selves understood, as not one of them could 
speak English and no one whom the 3 ' met 
could speak Holland, However, we were 
after a time directed to the Tremont house, 
a tavern that stood on the present site 
of the Chase block at Main and Rose Streets, 
It seems to me that we stayed at the tavern 
two or three days, but it may have been 
only over night, when to the great joy of 
everyone we found someone who had previous¬ 
ly come to Kalamazoo from our own community. 
It was a family that lived in a house that 
stood at the corner of Main and Walbrldge 
Streets• 

FATHER DIES HI 8 DAYS 

"We v/ere provided quarters by these 
people—at least ray father’s family and 
that of Mr, Den Bleyker, but hardly ?aad 
v/e got settled in our nev/ location than 
father was taken sick, dying just eight 
days after reaching Kalamazoo, He had 
contracted cholera somewhere, the disease 
at that time being epidemic everywhere. 

The appearance of the disease at that time 
tlirew the village into a panic. A pest 
house was hurriedly erected just across 
the Michigan Central tracks on North 
Pitcher Street, and into it all of the 
immigrants were herded. One of the un¬ 
married men whose name I have forgotten, 
if I ever knew it, also died, A brother 
of mine and two sisters and a son of Paul 
Den Bleyker also succumbed to the disease, 
reducing our original number to 23 . 
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BIjYS GOVERNOR'S FARM 

’'The men of our party soon fo’ond work, 
after they had been released from quaran¬ 
tine at the pest house, A little later 
Mr, Den Bleyker purchased the farm of Gov¬ 
ernor Ransom, the house stood facing the 
south end of Burdick Street which terminated 
at Lovell Street then, I have been told 
that at one time Mr, Den Bleyker offered a 
considerable portion of the marsh land he 
purchased as part of the far*m to Mr, Nason 
as a gift for kindness shown us all. The 
latter, however, wanted to go west and did 
locate at Muscatine, la,, for several years. 

Had he accepted, Mr, Den Bleyker's offer, 
it would have made him a very rich man. 

The Nasons had first come to Holland, Mich,, 
but not liking it there, where there was 
much suffering and hardship, came to Kala¬ 
mazoo, 

WOODEN SHOES COfflvION 

"it is quite certain that had the 
cholera not attacked our party, we would 
not have remained here longer than a very 
few days, and in that event the future 
history of Kalamazoo would have been ma¬ 
terially changed. It v/as through letters 
written back home by us that others were induced 
to come here, A few Hollandei‘s came dur¬ 
ing the 50’s 60's, but it was not until 

about 20 years after our arrival that the 
great Influx of immigrants from the Nether¬ 
lands came, and then it was not an uncom¬ 
mon sight to hear the clatter of wooden 
shoes on the sideviralks, and see the older 
women wearing their lace caps and the pecu¬ 
liar gold head ornaments of the old country," 

Although thrown almost entirely on his 
own resources by the death of his father, 
and understanding not a word of English, 
the Hoek boy, nevertheless, learned rapidly 
and on reaching young manhood became so 
industrious and thrifty that he has not 
lacked fox* this world's goods. And it may 
be said that all the members of the first 
party of Holland immigrants to come to Kala- 
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niazoo prospered, and that the descendents 
of most of them have occupied prominent 
places in the industrial, religious and 
educational life of the place. 

BUILT EARLY PAPER MILLS 
Mr, Hoek liad an intimate connection v/ith the 
infancy of vrtiat is today Kalamazoo’s premier indus¬ 
try—papermaking, A youth of 2k, he carried on the 

family tradition of structtiral vocation by acting as 
superintendent when Kalamazoo’s first mill was built. 
’Sttien this plant—the Kalamazoo Paper Company--began 
operations in I867, the yo\.mg superintendent saw the 
first paper made here come off the machine. 

Dxiring the Industrial Exposition in July, 195^-» 
a piece of this first paper was on display, and Mr, 
Hoek was discovered to be the only living person who 
had seen it manufactured, 

SERVICES IN DEMAND 

With this early structural accomplishment as a 
part of his successful record, the young builder’s 
services were in great demand as the paper-minded 
river valley turned toward manufacture, and more mills 
were required, 

Mr. Hoek v;as in charge of construction of the 
Bardeen Paper Company, Otsego, the Botsford and 
Bryant mills in Kalamazoo, and the remodeling of the 
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Lyon mill in Plainwell. He also built the second 
Kalamazoo Paper Company mill in I872, structure 
mostly of brick to replace his original wooden mill, 
destroyed by fire in the year of the great Chicago 
conflagration, l871« In. this manner Mr, Hoek took 
a high place among the 10 to 12 men most concerned 
with pioneer paper making in Kalamazoo, Later he 
held other posts in the paper industry, living for a 
time in Otsego, 

At the age of 80 Mr, Hoek made a trip around 
the world. According to his itinerary, he sailed 
from Hew York City, January 22, I923, on the -Em¬ 
press of France, going via Havana, Panama, and San 
Francisco on to Honolulu, Japan, the Philippines, 
China, Java, India, Egypt, Palestine, Athens, all 
points in Italy, France, Germany, Holland, Belgium, 
Switzerland and the British Isles, He made London 
the center of his European tours. Journeying frorn. 
that city to any point he chose. 

Despite his advanced years, he v/as a remarkably 
fine traveler. He was Just as much at home on a 
sleeping car, or steamship or in a hotel as at his 
own fireside. He invested ir a Journey to the Yiest 
Indies, Panama, und elsewhere and enjoyed every 
m.inute of that long voyage. 
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On his trip around the vmvla he visited his 
birth-place on the Island of Texel which he had not 
seen for 73 years. 

Mrs. Nellie Bennink, widow of Henry Bennink, was 
a sister of Jacob Hoek and tv/o years younger. 

Mr. Hoek first married in I869, to Katherine 
Ossewaard, who died in the l890*s. Later he married 
Alice Orcutt who died in I91I4-. There Virere two 
children, Mrs, Jennie Waterman of Chicago and John 
Hoek of 832 West Walnut Street, Kalamzoo, which vms 
also Jacob Hoek’s home. There are two grand childrai 
Mrs. Paul Staake, Kalamazoo, and Miss Elizabeth 
V/aterman, Chicago, and also two great grandsons--sons 
of the Mr, and Mrs, Paul Staake, 

At the age of 90 Hoek visited the Yforld’s 
Pair at Chicago. He first visited that city fifty 
years before in I885. 

On his 91st birthday Mr, Hoek was guest of 
honor at a birthday party at the home of his grand 
daughter, Mrs. Paul Staake, 3IO West Vine Street. 

The first paper made in Kalamazoo in I867 was 
manufactured in a mill which Mr. Hoek constructed. 

His death occurred August 3I* 193^^* The 
fimeral was conducted in the Truesdale chapel by the 
Reverend M, Forest Ashbrook, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church. 1935 
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LOUIS J HOEKSEMA 

-o- 

Louis J. Hoeksema was born May 23, 1876 in 
Schonwerzyl, Groningan, Netherlands, son of Jennie 
Duin Kerken and John H. Hoeksema, 

John Hoeksema, the father, was born in the same 
place as his son Louis and died in Kalamazoo May 3, 
1925. The mother was born February 8, 1845, in 
Hornhuizen, Groningan, Netherlands, and died February 
19, 1915, in Kalamazoo, Michigan, The father and 
mother of Louis Hoeksema were married October 18, 
1866. 

Louis Hoeksema was reared in a village where he 
attended school and later as a young man worked for 
a dairy farmer. At the age of seventeen he left 
the Netherlands and arrived in Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
in May 1893. Aided by Sam Hoekstra, Louis secured 
a position wholesaling for the Woodhams Gardening 
Company and remained with that company for twenty 
years. In 1913, Mr, Hoeksema went to the Van Boch- 
ove Company and was floral designer for that company 
until his death, 

Mr. Hoeksema was a thirty-second degree Mason, 
a Republican in politics, a member of the school 
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board at Millwood for a short time, and was a member 
of St. Luke's Protestant Episcopal Church, He 
supported the Red Cross and other civic organizations. 
On Easter day, April 2, 1899, Louis J. Hoeksema 
and Carrie Mae Haley were united in marriage. Mrs. 
Hoeksema was born May 3, 1879, daughter of Maude 
Howard and Reuben Haley. Mr. Haley was born in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, November 5, 1851 and died at 
Modesto, California, January 5, 1936, Mrs, Haley 
was born in Concord, Michigan, February 25, 1859, and 
died April 14, 1926, 

Two daughters came to the home of Mr, and Mrs, 
Louis Hoeksema: Ruth Lois, born February 27, 1909, 
a teacher in the public schools of Kalamazoo; Rachel 
Louise, born July 12, 1910, married William B. Rogers 
of Watervliet, Michigan, May 13, 1933. Mr. and Mrs. 
Rogers are the parents of two children; Patricia Ann, 
born January 9, 1934; Sharon Lee, born 
• 

Mr, Hoeksema was very fond of quoits and was 
a member of the Rambler's Club, 

Death came to him December 25, 1934. The 
funeral was held in St. Luke's Church and burial 
was in Riverside cemetery. At the cemetery Father 
Fowkes gave to Mrs, Hoeksema a card on which was 
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printed the following pr<iyer: 


0 GOD, the God of the spirits of all flesh, 
in Whose embrace all creatures live, in 
whatsoever world or condition they bej I 
beseech Thee for him whose name and dwelling 
place and every need Thou knowest. Lord, 
vouchsafe liim light and rest, peace and refresh¬ 
ment, joy and consolation in Paradise, in 
the companionship of saints, in the presence 
of Christ, in the ample folds of fhy great 
love, 

Grant that his life (so troubled here) 
may unfold itself in Thy sight, and find a 
sweet employment in the spacious fields 
of eternity. If he hath ever been hurt or 
maimed by any unhappy word or deed of mine, 

I pray Thee of Thy great pity to heal and 
restore him, that he may serve Thee without 
hindrance. 

Tell him, 0 gracious Lord, if it may be, 
how much I love him, and long to see him again; 
and, if there be ways in which he may come, 
vouchsafe him to me as a guide and guard, 
and grant me a sense of his nearness in 
such degree as Thy laws permit. 

If in aught I can minister to his peace, 
be pleased of Thy love to let this be; and mer¬ 
cifully keep me from every act which may 
deprive me from the sight of him as soon 
as our trial time is over, or mar the full¬ 
ness of our joy when the end of the days 
hath come. 

Pardon, 0 gracious Lord and Father, 
whatsoever is amiss in this ray prayer, and 
let Thy will be done, for ray will is blind 
and erring, but Thine is able to do exceed¬ 
ing abundantly above all that we ask and 
think; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 


1956 
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JOHN HCEKSTRA 
1866 - 1942 

-o- 

John Hoekstra was born August 26, 1866, in 
Vriesland, Ottawa county, Michigan, son of John 
Jurian and Lucy Karsten Hoekstra. 

In 1869, when John was three years of age, the 
family moved to Kalamazoo, Michigan, where John 
attended the public schools. The parents opened 
the Hoekstra grocery known as the L. Hoekstra 
Company. They were also the founders of Hoekstra 
hardware company at 625 Portage street. 

After working for the Ford Kitchen Cabinet 
Company on Fulford street, Kalamazoo, John Hoekstra 
served as janitor of the old Frank Street school for 
three years and of the Washington school for seven 
years. From 1913 to 1918 he and John Vande Berg 
operated a coal firm known as- Varade Berg and 
Hoekstra. In 1919 he opened the Hoekstra Sales 
Company, remaining active in the affairs of that 
concern until his retirement in 1941. 

September 1, 1892, he was married to Mary Kieft, 
who was born in the Netherlands July 5, 1865, 
daughter of Theodore and Anna Ryzenga Kieft. Be- 
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fore Mary Kieft was two years old the family came to 
this country and made their home in Grand Haven, 
Michigan, where she attended school, 

Mr, and Mrs, Hoekstra became the parents of: 

Esther, born April 2, 1893, died in May, 1899; 

Lulu, born August 19, 1895, married Dr. W, R. 

Chynoweth, resides in El Paso, Texas, and 
became the mother of Juanita, who married 
Charles D, Wood and resides in Norfolk, 
Virginia; Richard, who is deceased, and 
Betty; 

Theodore, born May 16, 1897, married Winnifred 
Vander Salm, became the father of John 
Howard and resides in Kalamazoo; 

Jerald, born July 5, 1898, married Enid Campbel], 
who became the mother of Patricia Ann and 
is deceased, after which he married 
Helen Farr, who became the mother of 
Thomas Farr and resides in Kalamazoo; 

Anna Esther and Ruth Helen, twins, deceased. 

For more than forty years Mr, Hoekstra 
was a member of the Second Reformed Church in 
Kalamazoo and served several terras as a member of 
the consistory. He also served for many years as 
a teacher in the Sunday school and at one time as 
superintendent. He was a devoted churchman and 
gave liberally of his time and money to promote the 
work of ijLs Master, 

Death came to Mr, Hoekstra November 6, 1942, 
Reverend Abraham De Young, D, D,, conducted the 
funeral and burial was in Riverside cemetery. 
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SAMUEL HOEKSTRA 

Sa^muel Hoekstra., sixty-three» lifelong resident 
of Ke^lamazoo and an outstanding figure in the develop¬ 
ment of this city, died suddenly of apoplexy at his 
home, at 709 West Kalama,zoo Avenue, early Friday 
morning, February 10, 1933, 

Mir. Hoekstra was President and one of the organ¬ 
izers in 1911, of the L, Hoekstra Company which con¬ 
ducts an enterprising department store at 625 Port¬ 
age Street, It was at the same address forty-seven 
years agp that the deceased became identified v;ith 
the business life of this city when he took over the 
grocery business established by his father, the late 
Jurien Hoekstra, one of the pioneer residents of the 
city, 

Itr, Hoekstra was also one of the organizers of 
the Kalamazoo Celery City Lumber Company, seventeen 
years ago, and held the office of President until his 
retirement a month before his death. In 1908 he 
organized the Baker-Hoekstra Candy Company, 

Mr. Hoekstra was also one of the outstanding 
real estate dea^lers in the city. He developed the 
Brov/n and Hoekstra plat and also the Colonial plat 
at Carpenters Corners, In more recent years he and 




his son> Harold, have dealt in Kala,mazoo real este^te. 

Mr, Hoekstra was active in church work, having 
heen a member of the Portage Center Methodist Epis¬ 
copal Church, v/here for a number of years he had been 
Superintendent of the Sunday School, 

Samuel Hoekstra wa,s born August 16, 1869, the 
son of Jurien and Lucy Hoekstra, On November 3, 

1895, he v/as married to Miss Sada Thayer, Vicksburg, 
Ivlichigan, 

Apparently, I'lr, Hoekstra was in the best of 
health, and had taken an active interest in the many 
enterprises in which he was engaged up until the very 
hour of his death. He was up and about the house, 

Friday morning, and had been in the best of spirits 
until he suffered the stroke v/hich caused his sudden 
death. 

Surviving, at the time of this writing, 1935, 
is the widow, s^nd also three sons, Jurien, of Nev/ 

York City; Harold, of this city, and Carleton, of 
Hollywood, California; one daughter, Helene, of this 
city; four brothers, John, Peter, James, and Elias, 
all of Kalamazoo, and a sister, Jennie, who also 
resides here; three grand children, children of Har¬ 
old Hoekstra, Thayer B., Bobby, and George B, 

(The above was taken from the Kalamazoo Gazette 

1935 
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JESSIE WARREN HOLMES 
1886 - 1941 

-o- 

Jessie Gail Warren was born in Traverse City, 
Michigan, September 28, 1886, daughter of Frank D, 
and Nancy Warren* She had two sisters, now Mrs, 
Charles Hill of Vicksburg, Michigan, and Mrs, Charles 
Woodruff of Mt, Pleasant, Michigan, 

Jessie Gail Warren was educated in the school at 
Martin, Michigan, and September 27, 1918, was 
married to Foster Holmes, son of Samuel and Rejina 
Johnson Holmes, born in Mendon, Michigan, October 29, 
1884, was graduated from the Mendon high school in 
1903, received the degree of Doctor of Dental 
Surgery from the University of Michigan in 1914, 
after which he began practice in the Hanselman 
building in Kalamazoo. 

Dr, Holmes has served as President of the 
Parent Teachers Association and as President of the 
Southwestern Michigan Dental Society. He is a 
member of the Kalamazoo Dental Society, the Michigan 
State Dental Society and the National Dental Society. 
He is a Mason, has been a member of the Maple Hills 
Golf Club and the Kalamazoo Golf Club, He is fond 
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of fishing, likes to raise flowers and play golf. 

Dr, and Mrs, Holmes began housekeeping at 404 
Hilbert street and after three months moved to 2212 
South Westnedge Avenue, where they resided for four¬ 
teen years and in 1932 moved into their home at 
2226 South Westnedge Avenue, They became the 
parents of Maxine, Janis and Barbara, all of whom 
reside at home at the time of this writing in,1942, 
Dr, and Mrs, Holmes joined the First Presbyter¬ 
ian Church in Kalamazoo and have been active in its 
work. 

Death came to Mrs. Holmes Tuesday afternoon, 
November 18, 1941, The funeral was conducted by 
the Reverend Paul Silas Heath, D, D,, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church and burial was in River¬ 
side cemetery. 
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GEORGE PATTERSON HOPKINS. 

George Patterson Hopkins was born in Kalamazoo, 
September 1, 1859, the son of Davis S. and Mary 
Hopkins. The mother was formerly Mary A. Patterson, 
the father was a v;ell known Grand Rapids architect. 

Mr. Hopkins was graduated from the Plainwell 
High School in 1878. He attended Law School at the 
University of Michigan and was graduated from there 
and admitted to the Bar in 1882. He opened an 
office for the practice of law in Kalamazoo and 
continued in that practice for fifty years. Mr. 
Hopkins was prosecuting attorney from 1889 to 1890 
inclusive. He was elected Probate Judge in this 
county and served for 8 years taking office, January 
1, 1904. He had been a member of the Kalamazoo Bar 
Association since its organization 35 years ago. 

Besides his distinguished services in the local 
affairs of Kalamazoo County, Judge Hopkins was prom¬ 
inent in Masonic circles, and in the year of 1919 was 
elected to the high office of Worthy Grand Patron of 
Michigan, Order of the Eastern Star. 

He served as the first Master of Anchor Lodge 
No. 87; was Past Eminent Commander of Peninsular 
Commandery No. 8; and Worthy Patron of Corinthian 
Chapter from 1915 to 1918. Finally he attained the 





highest honor this Order may bestow upon a Masonic 
Brother, serving as Worthy Grand Patron with Mrs, 
Gertrude N. Parkhurst, then Worthy Grand Matron, in 
the years 1919 and 1920. 

In his closing address as Worthy Grand Patron, 
Judge Hopkins expressed his high regard for Masonry 
and the Order of the Eastern Star in these viords: “The 
teachings of our Order are making better men and 
women of us all, and causing us to be more tolerant of 
each other. Our experience, as members of the Order, 
tends to make us more appreciative of each other and 
more forgiving, one towards another. This is as it 
should be. 

He served for eighteen years ?;ith the Board of 
Directors of the Masonic Teti^jle Association in 
Kalamazoo, and gave unsparingly of his time in the 
interests of his own local chapter and lodge. His 
regular attendance at the annual sessions of the 
Grand Chapter since his service as Worthy Grand 
Patron, and his interest in the affairs of each 
session, was evidence of his continued devotion to the 
affairs of the Grand Jurisdiction. 

Judge Hopkins had been in failing health for 
three years, but was not obliged to give up the 
practice of law here until February, 1933, when he, 
with Mrs. Hopkins left for California where the 
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husband hoped to regain his health. He failed 
rapidly i/ihile there and as the end appeared only a 
question of months, the family returned to Kalamazoo, 
April 5, 1933. George P. Hopkins died on Sunday 
afternoon, June 4, 1933, at his home 704 South Park 
Street. 

In 1896 he was wed to Ella M, Harris of this 
city who survives. Other survivors are the son. Dr. 
Harris H. Hopkins, Tulsa, Oklahoma; a brother, the 
Reverend Frank Hopkins, Wynanet, Illinois; and two 
grandsons, George Harris Hopkins and Robert Hazen 
Hopkins, of Tulsa. Funeral services were held at 
the Truesdale Chapel in charge of the Commandery and 
interment was made in Riverside Cemetery. 

In alluding to the passing of Judge Hopkins, 
Attorney Farrell spoke of him as "a man who alv/ays 
stood for higher and better things, who had the utmost 
rectitude of character and whose word was never 
questioned. In his passing," he continued,"we have 
lost a fine, outstanding man, whose example we could 
well afford to follow." 


(The above was written in 1956) 
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MORGAN HOPPER 


1898 - 1930 

-o- 

Morgan Hopper was born in New Jersey May 6, 

1898, son of Bertrand and Margretta Banta Hopper of 
Dutch descent. One sister, Marie, married Douglas 
I David Haldane and resides in'Glen Rock, New Jersey, 

t ! 

i 

I A brother, Robert, resides in Richmond, Virginia, 
Another brother, Mortimer Hopper, resides in Golora- 
, do Springs, Colorado, 

October 2, 1920, Morgan Hopper was married to ' 
June Cutwater, daughter of John J, and Hannah Jane : 

Shook Cutwater of Dutch and English descent. She [ 

1 

[ 

has; one sister, Pearl, who married Doctor Vilda S. | 

I Laurin and resides in Muskegon, Michigan, j 

! ! 

I Mr. and Mrs. Morgan Hopper were the parents of i 

I June Patricia Hopper, born February 17, 1923, and I 

I ■ I 

I she is a student at Ferry Hall, Lake Forest, Illi- j 

I . ! 

nois. L 

! * I 

I Mr, Morgan Hopper was graduated from the high 

1 school in Ridgewood, New Jersey, in 1914. He then 
I came immediately to Kalamazoo, Michigan, to work in I 

I ii 

j his father's plant, the Kalamazoo Stationery Company,| 

I a converting mill making paper into note books, I 
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tablets, and papetries. He familiarized himself 
I with all its features and products and after two or 
three years his father made him superintendent. 

He enlisted in the T/orld War and entered ser- 
vice November 1, 1918, at Kalamazoo. He was sent 
to Camp Polk from which he was transferred to Camp 
j Greene. He was sergeant in Company C, 342 Sattaliori 
assigned to the Tank Corps, He was mustered out at 
Camp Custer December 26, 1918, 

After his return from the War he was again made 
superintendent of the plant until April, 1922, when 

a branch mill was established in -Richmond, Virginia, 

I 

j and he was made general manager there and served | 
I until 1926, when he was injured by being hit with a 
base ball while playing in a game between the Rotary | 
and Kiwanis clubs, a game which was played annually 
and the proceeds devoted to charities supported by | 

the two clubs. He was the catcher for the Rotary | 

1 

! team. A bone infection developed and caused a i 

I ’ 

I permanent injury which eventually caused his death. 

I Mr. Hopper spent the next four years trying to 

1 

j regain his health and spent most of his time in i 

Arizona and New Mexico for that purpose, 
j Mr, Hopper belonged to the Exchange Club in [ 

I Kalamazoo and to the Elks lodge and was a Mason. j 

!. _____ , . i 
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In politics he was a Republican, He was interested 
' in the De Molay and the boys' work in Richmond, 
Virginia, sponsored by the Rotary Club. He was 
interested in athletic sports and played base ball ; 
and golf and was fond of hunting. i 

In personal appearance Mr. Morgan was a hand- 

I j 

l 

I some man, six feet tall, weighed about one hundred 
sixty pounds, had brown hair and blue eyes. He 
made many friends and during his long illness he •: 

displayed great courage. ^ 

He joined the First Presbyterian Church in | 

Kalamazoo soon after his marriage in 1920, and the | 

! 

beautiful gold cross at the front of the sanctuary | 
was placed there as a memorial to him by Mrs. Hopper.j; 

f 

Death came to Mr. Hopper July 17, 1930, at | 

t 

j-ilbuquerque, New Mexico. The funeral was conducted \ 

\ 

by the Reverend John Wirt Dunning, D. D., from the | 

i 

iirst Presbyterian Church in Kalamazoo and burial wasj' 

fi 

in Mountain Home cemetery, I 

I 

S 

( 

I 

I 

Written in 1940 f 
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DON OLIN HORSFALL 
19 21-1944 
-o~ 

First Lieutenant Don Olin Horsfall, B-29 
Superfortress bomber pilot, was killed in action 
December 27, 1944. 

When he said ’’Good bye’* to General 11. H. Arnold 
in Washington, District of Columhia, he received 
orders from the General to destroy the Nagoya 
Airplane Factory in the heart of Japan and Don was 
the one wlio dropped the first bomb on that target. 
With the General’s consent he named his plane 
”Hap’s Delivery Wagon.” 

On his fifth mission bombing lokio L)oh ;Was 
told to take a plane other than the one he usually 
flew and which he always kept in A 1 condition. 

The plane was heavily loaded with gasoline and 
bombs and soon developed engine trouble. First 
No. four engine went out and soon after Noi two. 

This locked the electrical equipment so the landing 
gear could not be let down. He returned to the 
field but was not permitted to make a belly landing 
and was waved out to sea. His crippled plane 
could not stay in the air with its heavy load and 
crashed into the sea. When it hit the water it 
broke up and that was the last of Don’s 2000 hours 
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of flying. The air field was on the rugged island 
of Saipan and an opening was cut ttirough the high 
cliffs with which the field was surrounded. 

The planes had to take off through this opening. 

The danger was so great that a destroyer was kept on 
twenty-four hour duty to salvage the results of 
accidents. Don is oelieved to have been the first 
B-29 pilot from Kalamazoo to be lost in action and 

the first in a total of five hundred. 

The following is copied from a letter written 

by General H. H, Arnold January 8, 1945, to 
Mrs. Don Horsfall: 

”It is with deep regret that I learned that 
your husband, First Lieutenant Don Olin 
Horsfall, died in action in the Central 
Pacific area on December 27, 1944. 

Not quite two months ago at Bolling Field, I 
spent quite a bit of time with your husband. 

It was there that I entrusted to him a message, 
written on the casing of a bomb, to the 
warlords of Tokyo from the entire Army Air 
Forces, reminding them that we had not for¬ 
gotten their deeds, and that our planes would 
return again and again to repay them. He 
accomplished this mission, delivering the 
message with telling effect on one of the 
first air-raids on the heart of Japan. He 
also was thoughtful enough to think to send 
me a report that he had delivered my message, 

I shall never forget that. 

Having known your husband personally, I can 
testify to those qualities of his - sincerity 
and loyalty - so essential in top-notch 
officers which is further attested to by the 
high esteem in which he was held by his 
associates for his indomitable spirit and his 
fine ability as ^a leader. In every respect he 
was a credit to "his command, and we feel 
keenly that his passing is a real loss to the 

-Army Air 'Fn-ppftfi.___ 
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'^He served his Country faithfully and well, 
and gave his life to further its cause► I am 
sure the memory of this will add to your pride 
in him, and I extend my heartfelt sympathy to 
you and other members of your family in your 
loss.” 

Military Training 

Don Olin Horsfall began his military training 
by enlisting in the Army Air Corps March 20, 1942, 
and was inducted at Muskegon, Michigan, as a cadet. 

He was then sent to Detroit, Michigan, and then to 
Santa Ana, California, where he received his ground 
training. 

He was next sent to Thunderbird Field, Glendale, 
Arizona, This was a civilian field built in a salt 
desert near Phoenix by motion picture people from 
Hollywood and was managed by Southwest Airways. 

It was built for taking pictures for movies. Soil, 
full grown trees and grass sod were brought from 
California and a sprinkler system kept the grass 
green and made the place beautiful. 

The artist architect designed the buildings to 
appear from the air like a mammoth thunderbird, 
hence the name. All the boys who took training 
there formed what they called ’’The Country Club of 
the Air,” and kept a record of all its members. It 
was planned that after the war the boys would meet 
there from time to time. The field is to be kept 
as a perpetual memory of those boys. 


3 






,fxe*' .5nii ■'i'ljni'cO «.?n, ■ 5t",- ■ ;■ 

X .O 80 6P h-ll redJ■Hit Cv’ n't 1 i. ' rHa ev. -^ ' >■ 

cJ Dba .U’-v d MS lo viOiT^.T! .vV/1 yn^ 

OS vrfStjqsny?: vm fjflf.Tx'’' I , { 

':L:y^ ill ■n.c'^ Ic areua:*^: cnc : ■ y. | 

^ • w '> I 

f ■ ' i 

1 - "gitn li^TT trsi} S tU ' ' 

i; •■ . 

’tisiXiia a,Ifl nesed j.lels'soiX r^tlO : 

,\^s?X ^OS Jo'jfclX sgioO riP 'iz.rA aX;‘ ni; ,^ntSai.Lr<^- \y: j 
I MnbPiO ?;b ^i'ir-gilio’iM , V; X:-v:a.v.'' ..,^; ] 

! ■ i 

} ::S rp^ry ^nsTiliiolM ■'•i.ts'I cX Xn-t.-j /.>7.,.' x:c ■■ • 

; " 

i hahors P-^^-i^oi'L in STcdw , .^iu" :-'^ii,;-:.), , s.;. 

i . ■ ' ■ ' ' i 

I ■ ^ : 

I ■ ■ ■ I 

L-.' V- .blor'-f X'if It'Oil pr'T Oj ii*,-',! d.-v {jH ; 

i ; 

* a; nX vilyo 61 ail iUfMlvM 1 . 1 ,. q,. ,-T . ■•■n ! 

•no'iX v'iqcsSJC t’liij-ofq goIj ir: -loSi.: .r:o«ai.' j 

. ^S'-' onE DuoEvij.v. H ; 

? 

,iio8 .aalv'-;-! lol eoru.totq 3iii>iti.X rcJ C’.Mn eav. "I ? 

f 

Bort Sdn^bcrd erow bee ejibrn baa Jj.i.'^ | 

: 

sei-^rg &ns Sqnyi 'i'. 3 i:;ni''tas a .IiV.i■ •' 

I " ’ i 

I . .vP iSitaffd so ilq edJ sbaa vns ::e . 1 . | 

j I 

I oX a;^i:j;61 !i-'- n^n^ieir: SiolMorB dsMr ^ sdT j 

J ,bn I .y y:ni a - 1.Jc'.'nasEin syil i rla »no y n-r'^ | 

' i 

, :<niv; .HOC* vii..' :'iob ebS ilA .einsn saX ac:..-: ) 

j lo ai-IO v-o-i.oxoD e.‘T" t-;oli Jsiiw o': .•■■ -■. 

I dl .-iradmeiii erl Ze uicca' a j;■:?.•!.>; bus ’’,'T-t.-’ Oii :■ 

I ifear. ir-i. •';/.■ r-qoo e.i.r tj&v Oii.r -jaXlH jsnS tOiO.Oj..': ',,... 

I tqo>\ ■: or b..ii'i. • ■ .assfe oi s»jBiX mOTl nuu ': : 

j .Bc.Ov. .J ": . ,:'i S'.'t’i -aiiXaQ'ieq a e ■■ ! 
























It was at Thunderoird Field that Chinese pilots 
were also trained. They have to have at least two 
hundred hours of flying before they would be 
accepted for further training. Those Chinese pilots 
later flew American planes in China. 

Don took his priraary training at Thunderbird 
Field. He had but ten hours of flying when 
his instructor;ordered him to solo. Don was 
astounded and his first attempt brought him an 
humiliating failure. He ground looped and landed 
his plane on its back. His instructor, whose name 
was Boone, said to him, ’’What do you think you 
were trying to do?” When Don was extricated from 
his position he burst into tears and for days after- 
ward would start crying again and again. He was 
afraid he would be washed out. 

But his instructor stood by him and encouraged 
him. He would walk by Don’s side and tell him, 

”I have confidence in you. Tomorrow you will fly 
the ship,” But his buddies razzed him and called 
him ’’Torque-fail” because his ground loop was caused 
by the "torque” which develops as a plane takes to 
the air. Don never told his instructor that he 
had failed to wear his glasses and his eyes had 
filled with dust. But with Mr, Boone’s encourage¬ 
ment and sympathetic understanding and his patience 
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while giving instruction Don became a first class 
pilot. 

He took his basic training at Marana Field at 
Tuczon, Arizona, and his advanced training at Marfa 
Field, Texas. February 6, 1943» He received his 
wings and his comraission as Second Lieutenant. He 
then spent a year, until April 20, 1944, at Denning, 
New Mexico, training with borabadiers and training 
pilots to work with bombadiers. He was made a 
First Lieutenant in February 1944. At Hobbs, New 
Mexico, Lieutenant Horsfall was trained as a pilot 
of B-17s and B-24s. In July 1944 he v.(ent to Clovis, 
New Mexico, to be trained to fly B-29s, having been 
selected because of his merit and skill. 

When Don first got his plane he was ordered to 
fly it to Washington, District of Columbia, and was 
given no time to try it out before he started, but 
he arrived all right and met General H. H. Arnold 
and shook hands with him and received the General’s 
order to deliver the message on the bomb case. At 
this time Don also had the honor of being selected 
to represent the 21st Bomber Command in the Pacific, 
the government taking moving pictures of ail his 
missions. From Washington Lieutenant Horsfall flew 
his bomber ten thousand miles to Saipan. 

Marriage 

_ March 20. 1943. Don Clin Horsfall was married to 
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Barbara Jean Blowers, daughter of Raymond F. and 
Araie B. Blowers, Barbara was born and reared in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, and was graduated from Central 
High School in January 1940, Mr, and Mrs, Horsfall 
became the parents of Don 01in Horsfall, Jr,, who 
was born in Kalamazoo 

Don’s Birth and Education 
He was born in Kalamazoo, Michigan, September 
23, 1921, the son of Olin Louis and Corinne Bowland 
Horsfall, Most of his education was in Kalamazoo. 

The family lived for a short time in South Bend, 
Indiana, and in Chicago, Illinois. 

Don attended the Washington Junior High School 
in Kalamazoo and was graduated from Central High 
School in June 1939. He then enrolled as a student 
in Western MicMgan College of Education for one and 
one-half years, after which he was offered a position 
with the Johnson Paper and Supply Company with the 
opportunity of learning the business. He remained 
with this company until he enlisted in the Army Air 
Corps. 

Personal Characteristics 
Don was six feet two inches tall and weighed 
about one hundred eighty pounds and had dark hair 
and blue eyes. He belonged to the Boy Scouts and 
made a hobby of building model airplanes. He also 
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became a Sea Scout. He enjoyed swimming, golf, 
bowling and dancing. In politics he was a 
Republican. He joined the Young Men’s Christian 
Association and was a member of The First Methodist 
Church in Kalamazoo and sang in the choir. 

Don was one of Kalamazoo’s popular young men. 
He was well liked in school by teachers and pals. 
His cheerful personality radiated good will 
wherever he went. 

Nothing brings out the true qualities of men 
like the terrors of battle. Don showed his 
gallant and courageous spirit there and he will be 
forever honored in the hearts of those who knew 
him for what he did to bring peace on earth. 


This is a copy of material compiled by R. E. Meader, 
1320 Race St., Kala.mazoo, Mich., phone 3-1450, for 
the Historical Directory to be placed in the 
Kalamazoo Public Library, which assumes the custody 
but has no other responsibility. A condensed copy 
is also included in the collection at Central High 
School, the expense for which is paid by the board of 
education. 
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HARRY RUSSELL HORTON 

1875 - 1928 

Harry Russell Horton, son of Harry Russell and 
Mary Abby Persons Horton, was born January 10, 1875> 
at Fitchburg, Massachusetts. He had two sisters and 
one brother. 

When Harry was a few months old the family moved 
to Brattleboro, Vermont, It was there that the lad 
attended school and received his education. 

While in his teens the young man became inter¬ 
ested in the Y. M. C. A., and also in church work. 

He united with the First Baptist Church in Brattle¬ 
boro , Vermont. 

When about fifteen or sixteen Harry began to 
work in a printing office, his training in that art 
being received in the office of E. L. Hildreth and 
Co., in Brattleboro. This establishment later came 
into prominence through its exceptionally high grade 
work done in corinection v;ith the Yale University 
Press of New Haven, Connecticut. 

In June I896, lAr. Horton was united in marriage 
to Miss Mary Norcross of ViTest Dummerston and Brattle¬ 
boro, Vermont. Soon after his marriage, he estab¬ 
lished a printing business in Baldwinsville, Mass., 
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but later returned to Brattleboro and again entered 
the employ of the Hildreth Co. 

On March 24, 1902, a son, Sumner Norcross, was 
born to lir. and Mrs, Horton, in Brattleboro. Mrs. 
Horton passed away on March 10, I 906 . 

Mr. Horton continued his interest in the Y. M. 

C. A., especially in the Athletic Department. He 
became an outstanding athlete and was successful in 
directing physical education classes. Presently he 
was called to the position of Physical Director of 
the Y. M. C. A., at Saratoga Springs, New York. 

After a successful term of service there, he came to 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, in 1905} to serve in the same 
capacity with the Y. M, C. A., and also as Director 
of Boys V7ork. It was in this city that he married 
Miss Donna Louise Hill, a singer and teacher, on 
April 14, 1908 . 

A year after the Y. M. C. A. building burned, 

Mr. Horton went into the printing business with Mr. 
Beimer, having their offices in the Kalamazoo Nation¬ 
al Bank Building. Later they removed to the Burdick 
Hotel Building, 

Severing relations with Mr. Beimer, Mr. Horton 
entered into a partnership with Mr, Arthur Fiske, and 
continued that partnership for a number of years. 
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Mr. Horton was a member of the Masonic Lodge, 
and for twelve or thirteen years directed the Masonic 
Minstrels. He was a good entertainer, a rare per¬ 
sonality, a good friend, a splendid conversational¬ 
ist, popular with men and a leader in the highest 
sense of the word. In the Y. M. C. A. he originated 
a Men's Class, and always after leaving the employ 
of the Y, was willing to give his time to character 
building enterprises for boys. 

Mr, Horton resided for twenty-five years at 
433 ?/est Cedar Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan. 

As a result of a motor accident, in South Haven, 
Mr. Horton met his death on August 21, I 928 . Funer¬ 
al services were conducted under the auspices of the 
Masonic Order. Mr. Horton is survived at this 
writing, ( 1936 ), by his widow, Mrs. Dorma Hill Hor- 
ton; his son Sumner whose home is in Dearborn, Mich¬ 
igan; his brother George of New York City; and two 
sisters, Miss Mary Horton and liHrs. George Dinsmore, 
both of Glen Rock, New York, 


(The foregoing was written in 1956) 
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ROBERT D. HOUSE 

Robert D, House, Son of Oscar D,, and Fidelia 
V. Anderson House, was born at Yfest Cedar Street, 
Kalamazoo, Mlcblgan, on December l 6 , I902. On Jan¬ 
uary 28 , 1936 Ivir, and Idrs, Oscar House celebrated 
t?aelr fiftieth anniversary of their v/eddlng. His 
paternal grandfather was Or In A. Hoixse, and his grand¬ 
mother, Dorcas Hash. They lived in Courtland County, 
Nevj- York, His mother’s father was Edv/ln S, Anderson, 
and the mother’s name Hannah J, Head, ' They were also 
residents of New York State. 

Ylhen Mr, Oscar House, and his wife Fidelia, had 
been married seventeen years their son Robert was 
born. He was an only child, 

Robert received his early education in the public 
schools and high school of Kalamazoo, It xms appar¬ 
ent, when he v/as still a little fellow, tlaat music 
was his hobby. As he grev/ older he spent long hours 
playing orchestra and band instruments. He load the 
sensitive soul of a musician, and the love of an 
artist for his work. 

Theatre lovers grew to Imow and admire this 

A 

talented young man. His v/ork in may theatres in 
this city and other cities, in playing the drums. 
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bells, and xylaphone will long be gratefully remem¬ 
bered. 

In 1928 , Mr. House was united in marriage to 
Miss Velma Sabo, the ceremony being performed by 
the Reverend John Wirt Dunning, D. D. To this union 
was born a daughter, Eleanor Darleen, on 

On September 9> 1930 passed away at 

the home of his parents, at the same address at 
w^hich he was bom. Funeral services were conducted 
by the Reverend Dr. Dunning and interment was at 
Riverside. 
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EDITH WALBRIDGE HUBBARD 
187 0 - 1937 

-o- 

Edith Vilora Walbridge was born in Roxbury, 
Vermont, December 3, 1870, daughter of Celia Ann 
Prentis and George Loren Walbridge, Celia Ann 
Prentis was born a.t Waitsfield, Vermont, August 27, 
1849, and George Loren Walbridge was born at Brook¬ 
field, Vermont, May 24, 1843, son of Lucy M. Fisk 
and Hiram Walbridge, Celia Ann Prentis was the 
daughter of Lydia Cerentha Chandler and Joseph Com¬ 
stock Prentis, The father of Lydia Chandler was the 
Reverend Araariah Chandler, D, D,, who died at Green¬ 
field, Massachusetts, July 3, 1912, Lucy M, Fisk 
was a descendant of Lord Symond Fisk of England, The 
Walbridge ancestors also came from England, One son 
of Sir John Walbridge settled in the southern part of 
this country and one son settled in the northern part. 
Celia Ann Prentis and George Loren Walbridge were 
married at Northfield, Vermont, November 17, 1869, 

Edith Walbridge was educated in the village and 
rural schools near her childhood home. After leaving 
school she worked in millinery stores for several 
years and later entered the office of the Cutler, Lyms 
and Field shoe shop in Greenfield, Massachusetts. 
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After that she went to the office of an insurance 
company in the same town and was there until her 
marriage to Corril Hubbard, which occurred September 
20, 1900, One son, Gerald Walbridge, was born 
May 27, 1910, married Alice Wetmore January 26, 1935, 
Mrs, Edith Hubbard was a member of St, Luke's 
Protestant Episcopal Church and belonged to the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, at one time 
holding the office of corresponding secretary. In 
politics she favored the Republican party, 

Mrs, Hubbard was very fond of painting and in 
the past few years had taken a new interest in it and 
had done some very good work. She took an active 
interest in the Kalamazoo Institute of Art, The 
last twenty-four years of her life were spent in the 
city of Kalamazoo, 

Death came to Mrs, Hubbard January 22, 1937, 

She was survived by her son Gerald, a sister, Mrs, 
Martha W. Carey of Greenfield, Massachusetts, a 
niece, Dorothy Carey of Kalamazoo, and a nephew, 
Donald Carey of East Putney, Vermont, The funeral 
was conducted by the Reverend A. Gordon Fowkes and 
burial was at Greenfield, Massachusetts, 

Written April 27, 1937. 
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